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“He just said it’s not Russia. I will say this: I don’t see any reason 


President Donald Trump, repeating Russian President Vladimir Putin’s denials about involvement 
in the 2016 U.S. election during a joint appearance in Finland on Monday. 


why it would be.” 


SUNPASS VENDOR 
MUST FIX TOLLING 
TO GET PAID 


The state will suspend all 
payments to Conduent 
State & Local Solutions Inc. 
until electronic tolling sys- 
tem problems are resolved. 
Local, 1B 


Snell thrilled at his 
first All-Star Game 


The Rays ace is taking in 
everything before tonight's 
game, when he is expected 
to pitch in the third or fourth 
inning. Sports, 1 


Transit hubs seen 
as growth sparks 


With the Tampa Bay Transit 
Forum scheduled for Friday, 
areal estate adviser says 
any transit project will bring 
development opportunities 
to the region. Business, 4B 


Dreams and hard 
work for Prime Day 


A Tampa Bay seller started 
preparing a month in 
advance for Amazon's 
Prime Day, which started 
Monday. Business, 4B 


Judge orders halt 
in deportations 


A federal judge temporar- 
ily blocks the deportation 
of immigrant families who 
were reunited after being 
separated by immigration 
authorities. Nation, 2A 


DNA test used in 
another cold case 


In1988, an 8-year-old girl 
was kidnapped, raped and 
killed. The killer taunted 
police for years. On Sunday, 
officers say they knocked on 
his door. Nation, 3A 


‘Pistols for tots’? 
Not a good idea 


Comedian Sacha Baron 
Cohen gets a gun-rights 
lobbyist talking of arming 
children in Who Is America?. 
Nation, 4A 


Correction 


Here is a photo of Marlins 
Park. An incorrect photo 
was included in a Sunday 
story about the Tampa Bay 
Rays comparing stadium 
price tags. 


)) TODAY’S WEATHER | 
Scattered storms 


RAT 
8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
81° 88° 88° 83° 
40% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 
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Summer deals 


Our expert shoppers 
\ q are on the prowl for 
=^ hotfinds that won't 
leave your wallet in ruins. 
Find out what and where the 
best deals are at tampabay. 


com/blogs/divas. 
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President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin held a joint news conference in Helsinki, Finland, on Monday. 


Trump questions 
U.S. on 2016 intel 


The president, with Vladimir Putin at his 
side, condemns the Russia investigation. 


BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
New York Times 


HELSINKI — President Donald Trump 
stood next to President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia on Monday and publicly challenged 
the conclusion of his own intelligence agen- 
cies that Moscow interfered in the 2016 
presidential election, wrapping up what he 
called a “deeply productive” summit with 
an extraordinary show of trust for a leader 
accused of attacking American democracy. 

“They said they think it’s Russia; I have 
President Putin, he just said it’s not Russia,” 
Trump said, only moments after the Rus- 
sian president conceded that he had favored 
Trump in the election because of his prom- 


ises of warmer relations with Moscow. 

“T will say this: I don’t see any reason why 
it would be” Russia that was responsible for 
the election hacking, Trump added. “I have 
great confidence in my intelligence people, 
but I will tell you that President Putin was 
extremely strong and powerful in his denial 


today.” 


» See SUMMIT, 7A 


The 45-minute news conference offered 
the remarkable spectacle of the American 
and Russian presidents both pushing back 
on the notion of Moscow’s election inter- 
ference, with Putin demanding evidence of 
something he said had never been proved 
and Trump appearing to agree. 


What they’re saying 


“We have been clear in our assess- 
ments of Russian meddling in the 2016 
election and their ongoing, pervasive 
efforts to undermine our democracy, 
and we will continue to provide unvar- 
nished and objective intelligence in 
support of our national security.” 

Dan Coats, 

Director of National Intelligence 


“The president must appreciate that 
Russia is not our ally. ... 
remains hostile to our most basic val- 
ues and ideals.” 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wisconsin 


MORE, 7A 
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Worker: 
Putnam 
agency 

reckless 


The Department 

of Agriculture paid 
$30K to settle claims 
of shoddy gun checks. 


BY STEVE BOUSQUET 
AND STEVE CONTORNO 


Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — A former 
supervisor in Adam Putnam’s 
Florida Department of Agri- 
culture and Consumer Services 
sued the agency in 2013, claim- 
ing “gross misconduct” in the 
handling of gun permit applica- 
tions and that quotas for approv- 
ing concealed weapon permits 
“guaranteed abuse,” according 
to documents reviewed by the 
Tampa Bay Times. 

In a whistle- 
blower lawsuit 
filed in a Leon 
County Circuit 
Court, the for- 
mer chief of 
the Bureau of 
License Issu- 


ance, Xenia 
Bailey, said Republican 
she was threat- Agriculture 


Commissioner 
Adam Putnam 
is running for 

governor. 


ened with 
retaliation for 
saying workers 
were deficient 
in processing 
license applications, and that her 
bosses told her she “worked for 
the NRA (National Rifle Associ- 
ation)” 

The agency denied most of 
Bailey’s allegations in court fil- 
ings. But in a settlement signed 
in 2016, the agency agreed to 
pay $30,000, without admitting 
wrongdoing, including a $10,000 
lump sum payment to Bailey and 
$20,000 for her attorney’s fees 
and costs. 

The agency’s elected leader, 
Putnam, announced his bid for 
governor six months after the 
settlement was reached. 

“The complaint alleges unsub- 
stantiated claims made by a for- 
mer employee who resigned as 
she was being terminated,’ Put- 
nam’s counsel, Steven Hall, said 
in a statement last week to the 
Times. “The department contin- 
ues to deny any wrongdoing or 
unlawful acts.” 

Reached by phone Friday, Bai- 
ley declined to comment on her 
case. 

Bailey’s lawsuit and the pay- 
» See PUTNAM, 4A 


Holocaust memories 


The daughter of survivor Toby Knobel Fluek donates a collection of 
her mother’s works to St. Petersburg’s Florida Holocaust Museum. 


BY JIMENA TAVEL 
Times Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG — She 
wasn’t ready to get rid of her 
mom’s most valuable possessions 
when she buried her in 2011. 

It wasn’t until last year that 
she could actually start contem- 
plating it. That’s when she finally 
searched “Holocaust museums” 
on Google. She carefully picked 
about 20. Then she penned a list. 
It took months to phone all of 
them. But she narrowed it to two 


finalists. She visited those in per- 
son. 

Ultimately, the Florida Holo- 
caust Museum won. 

The art collection of Holo- 
caust survivor and artist Toby 
Knobel Fluek was donated to the 
museum in June by her daughter, 
Lilian Fluek Finkler. It includes 
more than 500 pieces of art and 
personal objects. 

The artist’s work shows what 
her life was like as a Jewish teen- 
ager hiding from the Nazis dur- 


ing World War II. Ever since the 
museum hosted a travel exhibi- 
tion of the artist’s work in 2005, 
curator of exhibitions and collec- 
tions Erin Blankenship has kept 
in touch. 

More than a decade later, the 
pieces are back in St. Petersburg 
to stay. 

The daughter explained why 
her mother’s art has endured. 

“Her interpretation of what 
was going on is very simplistic,” 
» See HOLOCAUST, 3A 
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Courtesy of the Florida Holocaust Museum 


Nazis set fire to the hospital in Brody Ghetto, inspiring Toby 
Knobel Fluek’s Burning Hospital. Her sister died in the blaze. 


DIRK SHADD | Times (2016) 
Hulk Hogan was kicked out 
of the Hall of Fame in 2015 
because of a racial tirade. 


Hogan restored from shame to fame 


The WWE says its golden boy has proved 
himself worthy of wrestling’s Hall of Fame. 


BY PAUL GUZZO 
Times Staff Writer 

A racial tirade caught on tape 
caused World Wrestling Enter- 
tainment Inc. to cut ties with 
Hulk Hogan in 2015. 

But now the WWE has decided 


that Hogan, who helped turn the 
company into the biggest wres- 
tling promoter in the world, has 
done enough to prove he is a 
changed man. 

While Hogan’s role with 
the company has yet to be 


announced, WWE said Sunday 
night it is welcoming him back. 
“This second chance follows 
Hogan’s numerous public apol- 
ogies and volunteering to work 
with young people, where he is 
helping them learn from his mis- 
take,” the WWE said in a state- 
ment announcing Hogan would 
be returned to its Hall of Fame, 
from which he’d been erased. 


The tan, bleached-blond 64- 
year-old former grappler whose 
real name is Terry Bollea said he 
is grateful for another chance. 

“The volume of love and sup- 
port was overwhelming,” tweeted 
Hogan, who owns a home near 
Clearwater Beach. “I’ve been 
praying for this day and I finally 
feel like I made it back home.” 

» See HOGAN, 4A 


